280   CELEBRATION OF BUCKRAH BADE,

On the morning of Buckrah Eade, the King
gives a public breakfast at Lucknow, to the
Resident and his suite, and to such of the
Native nobility as are privileged to " the chair"*
at the royal banquets. The breakfast concluded
many varieties of sports commence, as elephant-
fighting, tiger sports, &c. The entertain-
ment is got up with great magnificence, neither
expense nor trouble being spared to render the
festivities of the day conspicuous.

After the Resident and his party have retired,
the King returns to his private apartments,
where the forms of state are thrown aside with
the splendid robes; and the ease and comfort
of real Asiatic life is again indulged in, without
the parade so studiously observed in public,
as being essential to the sovereign's dignity.
The trammels of state must indeed be irksome
to those who indulge in that sort of luxurious
ease which forms the chief comfort of Native life.

The evening at Court is passed by the King
and his favourite courtiers, with music and the

* Many Native gentlemen are allowed to be seated in the
King's presence at Court daily, but not at the banquet, which
is a distinction reserittd only for the nobility and favourites.